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KP-HED: Brachycephalic Ocular Syndrome 

In some brachycephalic breeds a combination of macroblepharon
and exophthalmos due to shallow orbit is seen (risk factor for
prolapse of the globe)
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KP-HED: Brachycephalic Ocular Syndrome 

Definition: Exophthalmos due to shallow orbit: KP-HED in some 
brachycephalic breeds; As part of the facial and skull bone deformities, 
the bony cavity is not deep enough to accommodate a normal sized 
globe. In combination with macroblepharon this leads to an 
anatomically pathological exposure of the globe, recognizable by the 
visible sclera when the eye is directed straight ahead.

Guidelines: Exophthalmos due to shallow orbit is usually seen in 
combination with macroblepharon. If the sclera is visible in two or 
three quadrants in the straight position of the globe, with or without 
strabismus divergens (without prior pathology) at “7. Other”:
“Exophthalmos due to shallow orbit” is written (online: is used) and 
the box “affected” is ticked. Only if the sclera is visible all around (with 
a normal-sized globe), also the box “severe” in the comment area is 
ticked. In case of macroblepharon also tick at “12. Ectropion/ 
Macroblepharon” the box “affected”.
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Exophthalmos due to 
shallow orbit

7+12

Exophthalmos due to shallow orbit is seen in 
brachycephalic breeds in combination with
macroblepharon (a risk factor for prolapse of the globe). 
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In brachycephalic breeds with a normal lid lenght usually
nasal entropion is seen, often leading to keratitis
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